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1 \/ A method for usinj/a computer to facilitate a sales transaction for 

2 the purchas/ of a product/service b\f a group of buyers from at least one seller, 

3 comprising: 

4 receiving into the com^itfe requests to purchase the product/service by 

5 buyers of the group; 

6 forming a collective rAuest for the purchase of the product/service based 

7 upon the received buyer requests to purchase the product/service; 

8 sending the collectivefrequest to the at least one seller, 

9 receiving a suggest^! price quotation for the product/service from the at 
1 0 least one seller; 

® 1 1 notifying an agent Entity of the received suggested price quotation price; 

iyl2 receiving purchase? authorization from at least one buyer in the group to buy 

.1 13 the product/service ai the received suggested price quotation. 



2. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 6 wherein tne agent enmy 
is one of a buyer in the group or the group. 

t^3, (Previously Presented) The method of claim 6, further comprising: 

collecting payment information from the at least one buyer in the group 

from whom the purchase authorization was received; and 
sending the payment information to the seller associated with me sale. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 3 wherein the payment inform Lion is 
in the farm of a credit card number for the at least one buyer in the group who is 
interested in buying the product/ service. 

1 S. The method \&f claim 1 , further comprising; 

2 receiving anoth^puggested price quotation for the product/service from at 

3 least another seller; and 

4 notifying the d^ent entity of the received another suggested price quotation* 
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^ 6. (Previously Presented) A method for using a computer to facilitate a 

sales transaction for purchasing a product/service by a group of buyers from a seller 
of a plurality of sellers, comprising; 

receiving into the computer requests to purchase the product/ service by 

buyers of the group; 
forming a collective request for purchase of the product/ service based 

upon the received buyer requests to purchase the product/ service; 
sending the collective request to a plurality of sellers; 
receiving by an agent entity a suggested price quotation for the 
product/ service from the a plurality of the sellers; 

automatically providing by the agent entity each received suggested price 
quotation to at least a plurality of the sellers for review, wherein the 
agent entity is an agent of the group of buyers; 

receiving by the agent entity another suggested price quotation for the 
product/ service from at least one of the plurality of sellers; 

receiving purchase authorization to complete a sale from at least one 
buyer in the group to buy the product/ service from atty seller that 
has provided a suggested price quotation for the product/ service. 

1 7- The method of ch\w\ 1 in which said computer is configured to 

2 restrict buyers in the group to buyers m^&tpg a requirements list 
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8. (Previously Presented) A method for using a computer to facilitate a 
sales transaction for purchasing a product/service by a group of buyers from at least 
one seller, comprising: 

verifying that a plurality of buyers in the group satisfy a predetermined 
requirements Bat that requires a plurality of buyers in the group to 
have a common employer, wherein the common employer is 
independent of the setter; 
receiving into the computer buyer requests to purchase the 

product/service by verified buyers of the group; 
forming a collective request for purchase of the product/service based 
upon the received buyer requests to purchase the product/ service; 
sending the collective request to the at least one seller; 
receiving a suggested price quotation for the product/ service from the at 

receiving into the computer buyer requests to purchase the 

n product/ service by verified buyers of the group; 
forming a collective request for purchase of the product/ service based 
upon the received buyer requests to purchase the product/ service; 
sending the collective request to the at least one seller; 
receiving a suggested price quotation for the product/ service from the at 
least one seller; 

notifying an agent entity of the received suggested price quotation; and 
receiving purchase authorization from at least one verified buyer in the 

group to buy the product/service at the received suggested price 

quotation. 
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9. (Previously Presented) fee method of claim 8 wherein sending the 
collective request to the at least one seller further comprises a price reduction 
request for the product/ service based on a number of buyers in the group. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 9 wherein the price reduction request 
further includes a preexisting group discount rate of the at least one seller. 

11. (Previously Presented) Hie method of claim 8 wherein the received 
suggested price quotation is based on a number of buyers in the group, 

12. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 8, further comprising: 
receiving into the computer a group buy setup characteristics data set that 

includes at least one of price targets for the product/ service, buyer 
deadlines for joining the group, buyer deadlines for submitting 
purchase authorization, and deadlines for closing the sales 
transaction. 

13. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 6, further comprising: 
providing a setup tool that facilitates receiving group buy setup 

characteristics data that includes at least one of price targets for the 
product/service, buyer deadlines for joining the group, and buyer 
deadlines for receiving purchase authoriza&on. 

H. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 6 wherein the computer is 
connected to an electronic network and wherein the received requests to purchase 
the product/ service are received over the electronic network. 

15, (Original) The method of claim 14 wherein the electronic network is at 
least one of the World Wide Web, the internet or on intranet. 

16- (Original) The method of claim 14 wherein the received requests to 

purchase the product/service are received in a secured format, 
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^ 17. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 6 wherein the computer » 

connected to an electronic network and wherein the received suggested price 
quotation for the pro duct/ service is received over the electronic network 

18. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 6, further comprising: 
providing the agent entity with pre negotiated prices for the 

product/ service from any seller that has provided a suggested 
price quotation for the product/ service 

19. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 6 wherein notifying the 
agent entity of the received suggested price quotation comprises sending a message 
to the agent entity in a format of at least one of an e-mail message, an Internet 
immediate message, a voice message, a beeper message, or a facsimile message. 

1 20./ A method for usin^f a computer to facilitate a sales transaction for 

2 the purchase of i product/service frodf at least one seller, comprising: 

3 / receiving from the ameast one seller at least one of an agreed price for the 

4 product/service or a price reduction for the product/service for at least one group size; 

5 receiving into we computer requests to purchase (he product/service by 

6 buyers, the buyers collectivity forming a group; 

7 monitoringinte group to determine if the group has attained the at least one 

8 group size; and 

9 providing payment information to the at least one seller if the group attains 

1 0 the at least one grwp size. 

21 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 25, further comprising: 
requesting the at least one seller to honor the at least one of an agreed 

price for the prod act/ service or the price reducti on for the 
product/ service for the at least one group Size. 

22. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 25, further comprising: 
collecting payment information from buyers in the group who have 

submitted requests to purchase the product/ service. 

23. (Original) The method of claim 22 wherein the payment information is 
in the form of a credit card number for each buyer of the buyers in the group who 
are interested in buying the product/ service. 
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! 24. The methodfof^laim 20, further comprising: 

2 receiving motimAupgg&&5\ price quotation for the product/service from at 

3 least another seller; and / 

4 notifying least one buyer in the group of the received another suggested 

5 . prir ft quota 

~ " ^ a" {Previously Pies'ented) A method for u$ing a computer to facilitate a 
sales transaction for purchasing a product/ service from a seller, comprising: 

receiving from a seller at least one of an agreed price far the 
product/ service or 3 price reduction for the product/ service for at 
least one group size; 
receiving into the computer requests to purchase the product/ service by 
K buyers, the buyers collectively forming a group, the computer 

configured to receive the requests to purchase the product/ service 
after receiving from the at kast one seller the agreed price or the 
price reduction; 

monitoring the group to determine if the group has attained the at least 
one group size; 

providing buyer payment information to the seller if the group attains the 
at least one group size; 

automatically providing by the agent entity to a plurality of other sellers 
for review the at least one of an agreed price for the 
product/ service or the price reduction for the product/ service for 
at least one group size received from the at least one seller, wherein 
the agent entity is independent of the~seller and the plurality of 
other sellers; 

receiving another Agreed price or price reduction for the product/ service 

from one of the plurality of other sellers; and 
notifying buyers in the group of the received another agreed price. 

* 1 j 

1 26. The method of i^rn 20 in which said computer is configured to 

2 restrict buyers in the group to buye^rrafching a requirements list. 
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27. (Previously Presented) A method for using a computer to facilitate a 
sales transaction for purchasing a pro duct/ service from a seller, comprising: 

receiving from at least one seller at least one of an agreed puce for the 
product/ service or a price reduction for the product/ service for at 
least one group siee; 

receiving into the computer requests to purchase the product/service by 
prospective buyers; 

verifying that each prospective buyer satisfies a requirement 1 ; list before 
including the prospective buyer in a buying group, the 
requirements list including a requirement that a plurality of buyers 
in the group have a common employer, wherein the common 
employer is independent of the seller; 

monitoring the buying group to determine if the buying group has 
attained the at least one group size; and 

providing payment information to the at least one seller if the group 
a trains the at least one groxip size. 

28- (Previously Presented} The method of claim 27, further comprising: 
receiving into the computer group buy setup characteristics data that 
includes at least one of buyer deadlines for joining the group, buyer 
deadlines for submitting purchase authorization, and deadlines for 
closing the sales transaction. 

29. (Previously Presented) The met! tod of claim 27, further comprising; 
providing a setup tool that facilitates receiving group buy setup 
characteristics- data that includes at least one of buyer deadlines for 
joining the group and buyer deadlines for receiving purchase 
authorization. 

30- (Previously Presented) The method of claim 27 wherein the computer 
is connected to an electronic network and wherein the received requests to purchase 
the product/service are received over the electronic network. 
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31. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 27 wherein the electronic ~ 
network is at least one of the World Wide Web, the Internet or an intranet. 

32. (Original) The method of claim £1 wherein the received requests to 
purchase the prod act/ service are received in a secured format. 

33. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 27 wherein the computer 
b connected to an electronic network and wherein the payment information is 
provided to the at least one seller over the electronic network. 

34. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 27, further comprising: 
notifying at least one buyer in the group that the group has attained the at 

least one group sixe> 

35. (Original) The method of claim 34 wherein the buyer in the group is 
notified via at least one of an e-mail message, an Internet immediate message, a 
voice message, a beeper message, and a facsimile message. 



36. (Previously Amended) A computer-readable data transmission medium 
containing a data structure that facilitates a sales transaction with a seller comprising: 
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a first portion that specifics a product/service for purchase by a group comprised 

of more than one buyer; 
a second portion that specifies a collective request by the group to the purchase of 

the product/service; 

a third portion that requests price information for the product/service from the 
seller; 

a fourth portion that specifies a time interval for which the collective request 
remains active; 

a fifth portion that specifies at least a minimum sates quantity of the 
product/service for which a price information is requested; and 

a sixth portion that verifies thai buyers in the group satisfy a predetermined 
membership requirement of having a common employer, wherein the 
common employer is independent of the seller. 

37. (Previoasly Amended) The computer-readable data transmission medium of 
claim 36, further comprising: 

a seventh portion that specifies price information provided by a competing seller 
of the product/serv ice. 

38. (Previously Amended) The computer-readable data transmission medium of 
claim 36, further comprising: 

a seventh portion that specifies a number of buyers in the group. 

39. (Previously Amended) The computer-readable data transmission medium of 
claim 36 wherein the first through sixth portions are configured for transmission to the seller 
in an integral transmission. 
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1 A computer-readable liata transmission medium containing a data 

2 structure that facilitates a sales transaction with a buyer comprising: 

^ 3 (a) a first portion that specifies a product/service for which purchase has 

3 4 been requested by the buyer; I 

3 5 (b) a second portion mat identifies a group into which the buyer's 

y 6 purchase request has been joined Avith other purchase requests for the same 

\ 7 product/service; / 

8 (c) a third portioiu that identifies a price quotation for the 

jj 9 product/service received from a sellers and 

^ 10 (d) a fourth portion that asks the buyer if the buyer will commit to 

3 1 1 purchasing the product/service at thcfidentifled price quotation from the seller, 

1 41, The computeyreadable data transmission medium of claim 40, 

2 further comprising: /I) 

3 (e) a fifth portipiMia^oh c its purchase information from the buyer if the 

4 buyer is willing to commit to the purchase of the product/service. 

1 42. The compJcer-readable data transmission medium of claim 40, 

2 further comprising: I 

3 (e) a fifth portion that informs the buyer of a time period within which 

4 the buyer must respond or be asurrted to have made a purchase decision. 
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1 ^ 43. The compiler-readable data transmission medium of claim 42 

2 wherein the purchase decision p one of purchasing the product/service or declining to 

3 purchase the product/service, 

1 44. The computer-readable data transmission medium of claim 40 

2 wherein the first through foujfth portions are configured for transmission to the buyer in 

3 an integral transmission. 

1 45/ A c<fillputer-rcadab]e medium having computer-executable 

2 instructions for using a computer to facilitate a sales transaction for the purchase of a 
„„ 3 product/service by a group of buyers from at least one seller, comprising: 

C : 4 receiving into the computer requests to purchase the product/service by 

.i§ 5 buyers of the group; 

6 forming a collective request for the purchase of the product/service based 



upon the received buyer reqijpsts to purchase the product/service; 

sending the collective request to the at least one seller; 



^ 9 receiving a suggested price quotation for the product/service from the at 

} p r 10 least one seller; 



S 1 1 notifying an agent entity of the received suggested price quotation; and 

i!3 I 

12 receiving purchase authorization from at least one buyer in the group to buy 

13 the product/service at the received suggested price quotation. 

1 46> The computer-readable medium of claim 45 wherein the agent entity 

2 is one of a buyer in the group or the group. 



1 47. The computer*readab!e medium of claim 45, further comprising: 

2 collecting payment information for the at least one buyer in the group who 

3 is interested in buying the product/service at the received suggested price quotation; and 

4 sending the collected navmenf in form a firm to thr, m- l«a«:t nn* <;*1W 
sending the collected payment information to the at least one seller 
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1 48. The computer-readable medium of claim 45, farther comprising: 

2 receiving another suggested price quotation for the product/service from at 

3 least another seller; and 

4 notifying the at least one buyer in the group of the received another 

5 suggested price quotation, 

1 49, The computer-readable medium of claim 45 wherein sending the 

2 collective request to the at least one setter further comprises a price reduction request for 

3 the product/service based on a number of buyers in the group, 

1 50. The computer-readable medium of claim 49 wherein the price 

G 

<g 2 reduction request farther includes a preexisting group discount rate from the at least one 

% 3 seller 

H 



v. 

Q 

ru 



1 SL The computer-readable medium of claim 45 wherein the received 

2 suggested pric e quotation is based on a number of buyers in the group. 



57, A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 

p, 2 instructions fi&r using a computer to facilitate a sales transaction for the purchase of a 

3 product/service from at least one seller, comprising: 

4 receiving from the at least one seller at least one of an agreed price for the 

5 product/service or a price reduction for the product/service for at least one group size; 

6 receiving into the computer requests to purchase the producVservice by 

7 buyers, the buyers collectively forming a group; 

S monitoring the group to determine if the group has attained the at least one 

9 group size; and 

10 providing payment information to the at least one seller if the group attains 

1 1 the at least one group size. ^ 
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1 53. The computer-readable medium of claim 52, further comprising: 

2 requesting the at least one seller to honor the at least one of an agreed price 

3 for the product/service or the price reduction for the product/service for the at least one 

4 group size. 

1 54. i*he computer-readable medium of claim 52, fiirther comprising: 

2 collecting payment information from buyers in the group who have 

3 submitted requests to purchase the product/service. 

1 55. The computer-readable medium of claim 52 wherein the payment 

2 information is in the form of a credit card number for each buyer of the buyers in the 
£3 3 group who are interested in buying the product/service. 

36. (Previously Presented) A system for facilitating a sates transaction for 
the purchase of a product/ service by a group of buyers from at least one seller, 
comprising; 

a piucha.se request receiver configured to receive a request to pmtthase the 
productj^ervicc by at least one buyer of the group, and to restrict 
buyers in the group to buyers matching a predetermined 
requirements list that requires a plurality of buyers in the group to 
have a common employer, wherein the common employer is 
independent of the seller; 
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^ a collective request former configured to form a collective request Cor the 

purchase of the product/ service based upon the received requests 
to purchase the product/ service; 
a transmitter configured to send the collective request to the at least one 
seller; 

a price quotation receiver configured to receive a suggested price 
quotation for the product/ service from the at least one seller; and 

a price quotation notifier configured to notify an agent entity of the 
received suggested price quotation, 

57, (Original) The system of claim 56 wherein the agent entity is at least 
one buyer in the group and wherein the price quotation notifier is further 
configured to receive purchase authorization from the at least one buyer in the 
group who is interested in buying the product/service at the received suggested 
price quotation. 

58. (Original) The system of claim 56, further comprising: 

a payment collector configured to collect payment information from the 
buyers in the group who are interested in buying the product 
/service at the received suggested price quotation and send the 
collected payment information to the at least one seller. 

59, (Original) The system of claim 58 wherein the payment collector 
processes payment information in the form of a credit card number for the buyers in 
the group who arc interested in buying the product/ service. 

60. (Original) The system of claim 56 wherein the price quotation notifier 
is further configured to notify the agent entity of a received another suggested price 
quotation if the price quotation receiver receives Another suggested price quotation 
for the prodirct/ service from at least another seller. 



^he\s|pefn < 



63. ttfhelstefc? m of claim 62 wherein the requirements list includes as .a 
requirement that more tharaone buyer in the group have a common employer. 
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61. The system of claim 56 t further comprising: 

a price quotation repository that allows at least another seller to review the 
received price quotation for the product/service from the at least one seller. 

62. The system of claim 56 wherein the purchase request receiver is 
further configured to res tia^ buyers in the group to buyers matching a requirements list 

IV 1 

64. (Original) The system of claim 56 wherein the collective request 
former is further configured to form the collective request for the purchase of the 
product/service to include a price reduction request for the product/ service based 
on a number of buyers in the group. 

65. (Original) The system of claim 64 wheresn the price reduction request 
farther includes a preexisting group discount rate of the at least one seller. 

66. (Original) The system of claim 56 wherein the collective request 
former includes a number of buyers in the group in the collective request. 

67. (Original) The system of claini 56, further comprising: 

a setup tool configured to establish group buy setup duuactertetics data 
that includes at least one of price targets for the product/ service, 
buyer deadlines for joining the group, buyer deadlines for 
receiving purchase authorization, and deadlines for closing the 
sales transaction. 

68. (Original) The system of claim 56 wherein the purchase request 
receiver is connected to an electronic network and wherein the purchase request 
receiver receives requests to purchase the product/ service over the electronic 
network. 
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^ 69. (Original) The system of claim 68 wherein the electronic network is at 
least one of the World Wide Web, the Internet or an intranet 

70, (Original) The system of claim 68 wherein the purchase request 
receiver is further configured to receive requests to purchase the product/ service in 
a secured format. 

71, (Original) The system cf claim 56 wherein the price quotation receiver 
is connected to an electronic network and wherein the price quotation receiver 
receives suggested price quotations for the product/ service over the electronic 
network. 

72, (Original) The system of claim 56, further comprising: 

a purchase database configured to provide the buyers of the group with 
pre-negohated prices for the product/ service from the at least one 
seller. 

73, (Original) The system of claim 56 wherein the price quotation notiffer 
is further configured to notify at least one buyer in the group of the received 
suggested price quotation by preparing a message to the buyer in a format of at least 
cM of m e-mail message, Internet immediate message, voice message, beeper 
message, and facsimile message, 

71 (Previously Presented) A system for fadliteting a sales transaction for 
the purchase of a product/ service from a seller comprising: 

a memory configured to retain an agreed price for the product/ service 
from a first seller or a price reduction for the product/ service for a 
specific quantity of the product/ service from the first seller; 
a communications interface configured to be used by an agent entity to 
automatically provide to a plurality of other sellers for review an 
agreed price for the product/ service from the first seller or a price 
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reduction for the product/service for a specific quantity of the 
product/ service front the first seller, wherein the agent entity is 
independent of the sellers, wherein the memory is. further 
configured to retain another suggested price quotation for the 
product/service from another seller of the plurality of other sellers; 

a price notificr configured to notify each of the buyers in the group of the 
another suggested price quotation; 

a purchase request receiver configured to receive requests to purchase the 
product/service by buyers, the purchase request receiver 
configured to receive the requests to purchase the product/ service 
after receiving the agreed price or the price reduction; 

a group monitor configured to monitor the group to determine if the 
group has attained a predetermined group size; and 

a payment provider configured to provide payment information to the 
first seller if the group monitor indicates that the group has 
attained the prc-determined^roup size. 

75, (Previously Presented) The system of claim 74, further comprising: 

a sale manager configured to request the first seller to honor the at least 
one of an agreed price for the product/service or the price 
reduction for the product/ Service for the at least one group size. 

76. (Original) The system of claim 74, further comprising: 

a payment collector configured to collect payment information from 
buyers in the group who have submitted requests to purchase the 
prod uct/ service. 

77. (Original) The method of claim 76 wherein the payment Information is 
in the form of a credit card number foi each buyer in the group who is interested in . 
buying the product/ serv ice. 
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1 78. The system o/claim 74 wherein the memory is farther configured to 

2 ^retain another suggested price Rotation for the product/service from at least another 

3 seller, the system further composing: 

4 a price notifier /onfigurcd to notify each of the buyers in the group of the 

5 received another suggested /rice quotation. 

1 79. Ttg5|j$rftem of claim 74 wherein the memory is further configured to 

2 allow at least another seller to review the at least one of an agreed price for the 
^ 3 product/service oiyfiie price reduction for the product/service for at least one group size 
3 4 from the at leasti&ne seller. 



80, (Original) The system of claim 74 in which the purchase request 
receiver is configured to restrict buyers in the group to buyers matching a 
requirements list 

SI. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 80 xvherein the 
requirements list includes as a requirement that more than one buyer in the group 
have a common employer. 

82. (Previously Presented) The system of claim further comprising: 

a setup tool configured to provide a group buy setup characteristics data 
that includes at least one selected from the group consisting of: 
buyer deadlines for joining the group, buyer deadlines for 
receiving purchase authorisation, and deadlines fOT closing the 
sales transaction, 

83, (Original) The system of claim 74 wherein the purchase request 
receiver is connected to an electronic network and wherein the purchase request 
receiver is further configured to receive requests to purchase the prod act/ service 
over the electronic network. 

84. (Original) The system of daim S3 wherein the electronic network is at 
leasl one of the World Wide Web, the Internet or an intranet. 

85, (Original) The system of claim 83 wherein the purchase request 
receiver is further configured lo receive requests to purchase the product/ service in 
a secured format. 
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86. (Original) The system of claim 74 wherein the payment provider is 
^ connected to an electronic network and wherein the payment provider is further 

configured to provide the payment information to the at least cm seller over the 
electronic network. 

87. (Original) The system of claim 74, further comprising; 

a group-buying notifier configured to notify at least one buyer in the group 
that the group has attained the at least one group size. 

88. {Original} The system of claim 87 wherein the at least one buyer Is 
notified via at least one of an e-mail message, Internet immediate message, voice 
message, beeper message, and facsimile message. 

89. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 8 wherein verifying that 
buyers in the group satisfy a requirements list comprises: 

determining that user names and passwords received from buyers match 
user- names and passwords associated with the common employer 
in the requirements list, 

90. (Previously Presented) A method for using a computer to facilitate a 
sales transaction for purchasing a product/ service by a group of' buyers from a 

seller, comprising: 

verifying that a plurality of buyers in the group share a common 

characteristic associated with a third party that is not any of the 

buyers or me seller; 
receiving into the computer requests to purchase the product/service 

from verified buyers of the group; 
forming a collective request tor purchase of the prod act/ service based 

upon the received buyer requests to purchase the product/ service; 
sending the collective request to the seller; 
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receiving a suggested price quotation for the product/service from the 
seller; 

automatically .notifying an agent entity of the suggested price quotation 

received from the seller; and 
receiving purchase authorization from at least one verified buyer in the 

group to buy the product/ service at die suggested price quotation 

received from the seller 

91. (Previously Presented) A method £or using a computer to facilitate a 
sales transaction for purchasing a product/ service from a seller, comprising: 

receiving from the seller a sales price for the product/^ r vice or a price 

reduction for the product/ service for a specified group sue; 
receiving into the computer requests to purchase the product/ service by 

prospective buyers; 
verifying that each prospective buyer satisfies a requirements list before 

including the prospective buyer in a buying group, the 

requirements list including a requirement that a plurality of buyers 

in the group share a common characteristic associated with a third 

party that is not any of the buyers or the seller; 
monitoring the buying group to determine if the buying group has 

attained the specified group size; and 
providing payment information to the seller if the group attains the 

specified group site. 
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k plurality of buyers in the group share a common characteristic 
^ associated with a third party that is not any of the buyers or the 
seller; 

a request former configured to form a collective request for the purchase 
of tf\e product/ service based upon the received requests to 
purchase the product/ service; 

a transmitter configured to send the collective request to the seller; 

a price receiver configured to receive a suggested price quotation for the 
product/service from ilia seller; and 

a price notifier configured to automatically notify an agent entity of the 

received suggested price quotation, 

92^ (Previously Presented) A system for facilitating a sales transaction for 
the purchase of a product/ service by a group of buyers from at least one seller, 
comprising: 

a purchase request receiver configured to receive requests to purchase die 
product/ service by a buyer in the group, and to verify that a 
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plurality of buyers in the group share a common characteristic 
associ^d with a third party that is not any of the buyers or the 
seller; 

a request former configured to form a collective request for the purchase 
of the product/ service based upon the received requests to 
purchase the product/ service; 

a transmitter configured to send the collective request to the seller; 

a price receiver configured to receive a suggested price quotation for the 
product/service from the seller; and 

a price notifier configured to automatically notify an agent entity of the 

received suggested price quotation. 



d\ (Original) The system of claim 56, further comprising: 

a price quotation repository Hut allows at least another seller to review 
the received price quotation for the product/ service from the at 
least one seller. 



